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point of deathj exhorted his son, "Never forget the services which the King of France and the Bang of Prussia have done us, and do not repay them with ingratitude."J The reader can choose which he will, or reject hoth into the region of the uncertain. "Karl Albert's pious and affectionate demeanour drew tears from all eyes," say the bystanders : "the manner in which he took leave of his Empress would have melted a heart of stone." He was in his forty-eighth year; he had been, of all men in his generation, the most conspicuously unhappy.'
What a downrush of confusion there ensued on this event, not to Bavaria alone, but to all the world, and to King Friedrich more than another, no reader can now take the pains of conceiving. The 'Frankfurt Union,' then, has gone to air! Here is now no ' Kaiser to be delivered from oppression': here is a new Kaiser to be elected,—' Grand-Duke Franz the man,' cry the Pragmatic Potentates with exultation, ' no Belleisle to disturb !'—and questions arise innumerable thereupon. Will France go into electioneering again P The new Kur-Baiern, only seventeen, poor child, cannot be set-up as candidate. What will France do with him; what he with France ? Whom can the French try as Candidate against the Grand-Duke ? Kur-Sachsen, the Polish Majesty again ? Belleisle himself must have paused uncertain over such a welter,—and probably have done, like the others, little or nothing in it, but left it to collapse by natural gravitation.
Hungarian Majesty checked her Bavarian Armaments a little : ' If perhaps this young Kur-Baiern will detach himself from France, and on submissive terms come over to us?' Whereupon, at Munchen, and in the cognate quarters, such wriggling, dubitating and diplomatising, as seldom was,— French, Anti-French (Seckendorf busiest of all), straining every nerve in that way, and for almost three months, nothing coming of it,—till Hungarian Majesty sent her Biirenklaus and Bathyanis upon them again; and these rapidly solved the question, in what way we shall see !
1 CEuvres dt Frldiric, iii. 92 ;—and see (fer contra.) in Adelung, iv. 314 a j in Coxe, etc.